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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Targum Jonathan to the Prophets, Vol. 14 The
Aramaic rendering of the Prophets belongs to the earliest translations of the Bible which have come down to
us. Its importance for the textual investigation and early Biblical interpretation cannot be overestimated. While
the targumist makes little display of critical study in rendering intricate passages, and while he docs not
pretend to present a minutely literal translation of the Hebrew text, his reverence for the letter and transmitted
reading of the text must b DEGREES far have exceeded that of the Greek and Syriac translators. At the same
time his translation is doubtlessly based on a sounder and exacter understanding of both the etymology and
usages of the Hebrew language. Again, its value may be said to rest in the fact that, forming a distinct and
independent rendering of the text, it presents a helpful source in establishing the principles pursued in the early
translations. A good many emendations and assumed violations of the Hebrew text on the sole basis of the
translations, so eagerly sought by the modern Biblical scholar, would thus be completely done away with. It is
also a mine of Agadic exegesis, to which, in most instances, parallels are preserved in the extant sources. It
cannot fail to be of considerable importance for the history of that vast literature, giving in this connection new
and vivid emphasis to the religious, national and political state of mind of that age in Palestine. The authorship
of the Targum to the Prophets has been the object of protracted and diverse discussion. Tradition ascribes it to
Jonathan b. Uziel, the most prominent disciple of Hillcl, of the...
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