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Clark Name Is Lost in Marriage This genealogy of the descendants of John Clark of Farmington has been
compiled at the request of Dennis Woodruff Clark, Esq., of Portland, Maine, a descendant of the sixth
generation. | have aimed to copy all dates from contemporary records, but whenever | have been obliged to
rely on more recent testimony, or when authorities differ, | have given my authority. In collecting the very few
scattered records of the early members of the family from old bibles and wills, and moss-covered gravestones, |
have been constantly reminded of that valley of dry bones in Holy Writ in which the prophet was asked Can
these dry bones live? Doubtless the reader will find the fragments dry enough and lifeless enough, but if he finds
little but a carefully joined skeleton, it shall not be built up of unrelated parts, such as critics claim to find in
some now famous statues. Here, at the outset, we meet the great difficulty of the work. The family of Clark, or
Clerk as the name was often spelled, was a numerous one, as are most of those named from occupations, such
as Smith, Cook, Miller, Porter, and numerous others. John was one of the most common of Christian names, so
that it is not wonderful that almost every old New England town had a John Clark among its early settlers.
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