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publisher of many Spiritualist books, he has left an enviable record, and was beloved and esteemed by all who
knew him, and they were legion. -The Two Worlds (citation courtesy of Walter Meyer zu Erpen and Debra Barr
(1954-2008), Directors, Survival Research Institute of Canada). Methodist minister, editor, author, Spiritualist
lecturer, publisher and clergyman, Benjamin Fish Austin. upon leaving Alma College, moved to Toronto where
he wrote Glimpses of the Unseen: A Study of Dreams, Premonitions, Prayers, and Remarkable Answers,
Hypnotism, Spiritualism, Telepathy, Apparitions, Peculiar Mental and Spiritual Experiences, Unexplained
Psychical Phenomena (1898). In this massive volume, based upon years of study and investigation, he was
expressing already the conviction that there exists a great deal of natural phenomena that could only be
explained as being caused by the spirits of the dead. Over 32 years, Austin published at least 50 mostly
Spiritualist or psychic titles by other authors, in addition to his reprints of a large number of works by the
Poughkeepsie seer, Andrew Jackson Davis. The first book published was his friend Flora MacDonald s
fictionalized biography of her psychic sister Mary Merrill, titled Mary Melville: The Psychic (1900). Another early
title was The Angel and the Book (1902), authored by Herbert G. Paull who in 1908 joined Dr. John Sumpter King
in the Canadian Society for Psychical Research. The books published reflect the progressive and esoteric nature
of Austin s venture, including serious, romantic, and extra-terrestrial titles, some of which would today...
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