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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Bibliographer, Vol. 3: A Journal of Book-Lore,
December 1882 May 1883 If we were not writing in a literary journal we should scarcely venture to use this
heading, as it has come to bear a special technical meaning: but our readers are not likely to suppose that we
are about to treat of title-deeds. The need of a proper registration of titles (more particularly of novels) has
long been felt, and many authors have suffered from the want of such a register. The title to a book is property,
and the law recognizes it as such; therefore it is as much the duty of the State to register it as it is the duty of the
State to register the title to land. The matter has long been in the hands of the Stationers Company, and their
action has not been satisfactory. This may partly be owing to the fact that they have no power to compel
author or publisher to register, but the duty of making their books easy for consultation they have consistently
ignored. About two years ago Mr. J. Cyril M. Weale made a proposal for improving the mode in which the
registers of the Stationers Company are kept, and suggested a form of index. He applied to the Company, but
the authorities did not see their way to make the suggested alteration. Mr. Weale then applied to the Council of
the Index Society, in the hope that that body would bring their influence to bear upon the Company. This is
noted in the third annual report of the Index Society, July 1881. Without some index of titles to guide him,...
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